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1471 "Pynchon, Eſq" hs; a Rl; to 
wuoeait on the Reverend Mr. Samuel 
Checkley, to return him the Thanks of this 
Board for his Sermon preached on the An- 
niverſary Day of Election; and to deſire a 
7 thereof for the Prefs. 
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ZEPHANIAH I. I5, 
=== A Day of Darkneſs5.----- 


| S0($1þ 1406685 EPHANIAH was ſentto Go pꝰs 
be f. ee u people in the days of Jaſiah king 


$4 Z h of Judah, whoſe reign was vaſtly 
. eee ee. & different from that of his father 
S239 Amon. Of Amon we read, * That 
be did evil in the fight of the Lord, 
ſerved idols, and forſool the God of his fathers : But 
when Joſiah his ſon came to the Throne, in- 
ſtead of treading in his father's ſteps, he ſoon 
ſet about a work of reformation among the peo- 


DE, and was greatly ſucceeded in his endeavours 
* 3 


that end. — But yet after a while, the time 


came, 
2 Kings 21. 20. 
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came, when this great and good work -abated, 
and the people ſhameſully return d te their old 
ſins again. Upon this, God ſent his ſervant the 1 
prophet to them, to reprove them for their ſins, 

warn them of the judgments that were ceming 

on them, and to perſuade them to repent of 

their evil deeds, that ſo God might turn from 
the fierceneſs of his anger, and repent of the 

evil, he had tho't to do unto them. | 


THE particular judgment they were threat- 
ned with was the coming of their BABY LoONISH. 
enemies, who ſhould make great havock, and 
{laughter among them; which is here call'd the | 
day of the Lord's ſacrifice -F becauſe much blood 
would then be ſhed, and the ſlain of the Lord 
be multipliec and leſt they ſhould put this evil 
day far away, the prophet aſſured them, that 
it was near, and haſted greatly. I. And that he 
might thro'ly awaken them, he ſpeaks of this 
day: of their calamity, which was haſtening on 
them, in all the expreſſions of dread and terror” 
that can be. He therefore calls it, „he Day off 
the Lord, the great day of the Lord, a day of * 
Wrath, of trouble, and diſtreſs; a day of 
waſteneſs, and deſolation; and in the words - 
have choſen for my text—a day of darkneſs, 1. e. 
2 day of great calamity, and diftreſs,” a day 
when every thing round them ſhould look with” 
2 dark and melancholly afpect or them. 


\ 


Now © 


4 


+ context, verſe 8 ＋ verſe 14. 
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Now, as this was the caſe of God's people then, 
ſo it alſo ſometimes is, of a people at this day; 

and I can't but think, that they whoſe hearts 
are wiſe to diſcern time and judgment, look upon 
this to be very much our own caſe, and think 
rhe preſent day, a day of darkneſs with us. And 
it ſo, then I hope, it will not be tho't, altoge- 


. ther foreign to the bufineſs of this day; ; If, in- 
ſtead of diſcourſing of the divine original of civil 


government, and how great a bleſſing it is to 
mankind ; of the qualifications of civil rulers, 
and- their duty to the people under their go- 


vernment; and alſo, the duty of a people to 


thoſe in civil authority over them; (which are 
ſubjects that have been ſo often handled, on this 


anniverſary ſolemnity) I ſhould come to you 
with 'a few meditations, on the words I have 


n Aae for my wext—a day of darkneſs. 


{Herz in diſcourſing dun them, I ſhall en- 


5 by divine help, to e and ſhew 


n two e 


1. WI EN it may be faid t to be a 4 of dark- 
neſs with a people; or when their caſe 
ö may be dark 10 melancholly. 


; '2. War is 5 the duty of a people at ſach A day: 
| 3 Wien: it may be faid to be a day of dark- 


Acts with a * or When their caſe vey ” 
ar 


> 
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dark and melancholly. And here it k be 


ſaid, —it is ſuch a gay with than 


1. WHEN it is a day of great r and Fra 
clenfion, and many heaven-provoking ſins are 
to be ſeen in the midſt of them. So contrary 
both to the law and nature of God is ſin, that 
he can't but be provok'd with it, and it is pe- 


culiarly offenſive to him in his own covenant- 
people; nor will he let it go unpuniſn'd in them. 


You only have 1 known of all the families of the earth, 
therefore will I puniſh you, for all your iniquities, * 
Hall I not viſit for theſe things ſaith the Lord? 
ſhall not my fox be avenged on ſuch a nation, as 
fon 4 2 - | 


ISR AEL werea ———_—_ people to him, and 
a people for whom he had done more, than for 
any other nation under heaven ; but they be- 
came very ſinful and apoſtate : and therefore he 
bro't that charge againſt them, & I have nouriſ'@, 
and brought up children, but they have rebelled as 


gainſt me; the ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his. 


maſter's crib, but my people dath not know, Tjrael. doth 
not conſider; and the lamentation made over 
them; Ab fi nful nation, a people laden with iniquity, 


&c. And the heaven and earth were called to 


witneſs againſt them, and to ſtand amaz d. at 
their ingratitude and rebellion, — Be aſtoniſhed, 
Ohe heavens at bb, and be varriely + [be 


Amos 3. 2. t Jer. 5/29. $ IG, 1. „ 


% c ( 


Q. r + ws 


e very A cler, faith the- HE by Jer. ng people 


| 2 commited Fs evils; " "phey © have forſaken 
me, the Fountain of living waters, "and hewed 
| 05. ont Cf; wen ay or that can bl 15 
Water. Tr en __ | | at 


n as chat was: the: Wy of God's antient 


people, ſo ir may be the caſe” of a people at this 


day; and when it is ſo, they are in'a very fad 
and melancholly one; for What can have à dar- 


ker aſpe&t on them, than the abounding of 


drunkeneſs, prophaneneſs, uncleanneſs, cove- 
touſneſs, injuſtice,” extortion, oppreſſion, &? 
verily, when this is their eaſc, they may well 
tremble for fear of God, and be afraid of his 
judgments—Theſe and ſuch like ſins, may turn 
the ſmiles of providence into frowns, and pull 
down the judgments of heaven on them, and 
herefor, God may be provoked to make' Ae 
Yrs a land not infiubited;" [72 D 
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is Aa e | 
2. SUCH a Art 10 ls: ao witty a a pebpieh welt 
religion, pure ure and undefiled religion, which was 
once — 2 glory, is apace languiſhing and dying 
among them Religion: is an honour both to 
particular perſons} und alſo to a peox le; it is ſo 
to perſons of all orders and ages, And low? 
rich and poor, old and young, fe to kings and 
Pence At and eien the earth; The 
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emperor We chitrofore once ſaid; he ah, = 


ted ir a greater Honour aud joy to him, that he was & 
member of a church, than emperor. of the. world. 
The. flouriſhing of religion, Will exalt a peop ler 
but the decay of it, be a reproach to Weng 

be aſk'd when is religion evidently deckying 
among a people? I anſwer, it is 10; When the 
profeſlors of it have loſt that zeal (I don't mean 
2 blind enthuſtaſtick zeal, but a true chriſtian 
zeal, and a zeal according to knowledge) which 
once they had; and are become indifferent in 
religion when, like the church of Laoſicea, 
they are lukewarm, and neither cold, nor hot 
and when like the church of Epheſus, they baue 
loſt their firſt lrve—when the day of the Lord, 


which once Was fanRikied, is ſhamefully breken, 
and due care not to put a ſtop thereto, by thoſe 


whole proper buſineſs it is to do it when the 
worſhip, and ordinances of God's houſe are neg- 
lected, and the duties of religion become tireſome 
to them when the faithful meſſengers of God, 
and his meſſages by them are lighted, ſo that 
they, have reaſon to complain, who hath believed 
our report, and to whom. has the arm of the-Lord been 
revealed? Verily, I have laboured in vain, O-. 


when the ſupport of he goſpel, and the faithful 


miniſters of Chriſt, is looked upon as a burthen 


too heavy for them to bear, and what they do 
towards: it, not chearfully, but grocgingly—— 


when * religion, government, and in- 


mould 


are greatly Wantin 85 and they who 


* - * 


89.4 K ea 6s 


A © A «a hn t «cc 


ſhould ſupport them,” become lovers of ny 


_— of the world, more than of God, e 

| : on + when this, I ſay,” is the caſe == a cop! 
I is plainly- upon e decline it iP 
dark day witk ther, for What can che ex 
unleſs 'they remember from whence they are fal- 


len; and repent, and do their firſt works, but 
chat God come unto them quickly, and remove 


their candleſtick out of it's place, take aW ay Bis 
goſpel from them, turn their reachers into 'cor- 
ners, and ſend that dreadful famine among 
them, not a famine of bread, nor a thirſt for 
water, but a famine of hearing the word of the 
e e 8 Again, 1 . Wann 


o * . * * 1 5 
S * * , 


- $dly s ber Wa * it with | a ern NO 
br their ſins, God threatens, or viſits them 
with thoſe ſore judgments, the famine, peſti- 
lence and ſword.—lt is ſo, when God calls for a 


dearth, by-reafon-of which, they are thregten- 


ed with feareity of bread. Naſn algen; 
and fruitful ſeaſons, are great ſmiles or rope 
dence”; and when God gives both the ed 


and the latter rain in their ſeaſon; Pleing the 
ſpringing of the-year, and alſo crow 915 e 2 
for 


His great goodneſs 2 {6 that chere is 4 
cattle; and herb for the ſervice of man, a End 


of praiſe is que to him therefor NO. t at Go 


Who is the father of th 'the rain, and who be zette 
che drops of che de w, , A cetide — th 


Garth, and waters it with pf © river of Bowes 


8 2 


22. 5˙;ꝛ : 


12 „ Be 

which is full of water, Ane When he * ſeth; 
ſtop the bottles of heaven, upon which, inſtead 
of cooling and, refreſhing, { owers, conſtant 
ſcorching heats, and en follow. This 
judgment God threatned his people with; Iwill 
conſume them by famine. . This, judgment he alſo 
brought upon them, telling them. at the fame 
time, why he ſent. it, viz. Becauſe they built 
their own houſes. in a coſtly manner, and let his 
- houſe lie waſte. Te looled for, much, and Io. it 
came to little, . and when. he brought it home, I did 
blow upon it: why ? ad the Lord of hoſts: Be- 
cauſe of mine houſe that is waſte, and ye run every 
man unto his own houſe. Therefore the heauen over 
voll is ſtayed from dew, and the earth is ſtayed from 
her fruit. Aud I called for a drought upon the 
Land, aud upon the, mountains, and upon the corn, 
and, 465 the new Wine, and E the 9, Kc. . 


Any. when this is s the caſe of a bone, What 
a | Aleedng time is it !——when the heaven over 
their head is braſs, and the earth. under them is iron, 
and the rain of their land powder and e 
the vine is dried up, the apple tree, and all the trees 
of the felt are withered, . When the, land mourneth, 
decauſe the harveſt of the field is periſhed-—when- 
the beaſts groan, and the herds of cattle are per- 
lexed, becauſe they have no paſture, and the 
Blocks of ſheep are made deſolate—when the fire 
devourech the r of che ee 7 B 


j 


« 93 14. 12, + Hag, I, 9+ 10,13, | 


the flame burneth up the trees of the wood, and 
the beaſts of the field cry, beeauſe the rivers of 


waters are dried up. See the diſtreſs of ſuch a 
ſeaſon ſpoken of by the prophet. Judah mour- 


neth, aud the gates thereof languiſb, they are blacł 
to the ground, and the cry of Jeruſalem is gone up: 
becauſe the ground is chapt, for there was 10 rain 
in the earth, the ploꝛu-men ere aſhamed, . they co- 
vered their heads. Tea, the hind alſo calued inthe 
field and forſook it, becauſe there was no graſs. ** 


AGAIN, ſuch a day it is alſo, when God - 


tends contagious and mortal ſickneſs among 
them. This is another of thoſe judgments God 
threatned his people with, in caſe of diſobedience; 
The Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and the 


Plagues of thy ſeed, even great plagues, and of long 
continuance ; and ſore ſickneſs, and of long continu- 


ance. F And by this judgment did he again and 
again diſtreſs and waſte them.. Agreable hereto 
we read, how at one time he ſent the peſtilence 
among them, of which there ſoon died fourteen 
thouſand and ſeven hundred; at another time 


he ſent it and there died thereof twenty and 


four thouſand, and at another time, no leſs than 


15 ＋ 


„ 


Wnuar a dark day, when God ſends among 
a people the peſtilence that walketh in darknels, 
and the deſtruction that waſteth at noon-day: 


when 


© fer, 14. beg. T Deut. 28. 59. Numb. 16, & 25 ch. a Sam. 24. 15. 
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when they are afraid, For the terror- wu night, 
and the arrow that flieth by day: when ſickneſs 
enters the city, and the deſtroying: angel ftands 
with his fword drawn over it: when the dif 
temper ſoon ſpreads, and death rides in triumph 
in the ſtreets, ſparing neither rich nor poor, old 
nor young, and many, in a ſhort time, are car- 
ried to the grave, that houſe appointed for all 
living; and that cry is heard, death is come up 
into our windows, to cut off our young men from 
without, and our children from the Prevts. * 


WR IN, dach a day alſo it is when the eooghh, 
are call'd to hear the ſound. of the trumpet and 
the alarm of war. 


| Pas on honorable terms, e every one 
can fit: quietly under his own vine and fig- tree, 
and there:be none to make them afraid; is a great 
. favour of heaven; and the time will come, when 
the bow ſhall be broken, the chariot Hurnt! in 
the fire, and wars ceaſe from one end of the earth 
to the other, The time, when they fhall beat 
their/fwords into plow-ſhares, and their Tpears 
into pruning-hooks : : nation ſhall not lift up the 
ſword againſt nation, neither thall they learn 
war any more ; and then inſtead of wars. and 
fightings which Proceed from the luſts of men, 
> wal ſhall dwelt with the lamb, and the leo- 
1 down with the kid, the calf, the young 


1 — Han, 
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1yon,. and the ſatling together, and little child 
ſhall lead: them; pies cow alſo and the bear ſhall 
feed, their young ones ſhall lie down together; and 
the lyon ſhall eat ſtra like the ox; 5 
Child ſhall play on the hole of the aſp, and the 
wWeaned child ſhalt put his hand on the cockatrice 
den. But that happy ſtate of the church is yet 
to come; and the corruptions of men, will fil 
be fo predominant, that War will nen be 
inevitable. FA 6 


THERE are tho I am ſenſible, he doubt 
the la wfulneſs of chriſtians making war on any 
occaſion; but to me it ſeems plain there can be 
no juſt ground therefor either 3 reaſon or re- 
velation: for when the ſoldiers came to John the 
baptiſt, the fore- runner of Chriſt, with that en- 
* what ſhall ve du? & he didn't order them 
to lay down their urms, telling them there would 
be no need of men of a military character, and 
martial ſpirit under the goſpel; "bind taught them 
ho to behave in the ſtation they were in: 

violence to 19 man, neither arcuſe _ fal, e 
een with ou u. N | 


Nor that chriſtians mould delight in meat | 
ſhedking blood, preying upon, and deſtroying 
one another; no, by no means, for this don't 
become reaſonable creatures, much leſs chriſ- 
tian but yet, a martial ſpirit is à noble ſpirit, 
and ſoldiers, expert in . of good N 
and 


$ Luke 3. 14. 


16 Ain Eleftion" Jurmon. 


and undaunted courage, are an honor to their 
country, and the ſafety of a people, under God, 
depends not a little on them; and to take up 
arms both offenſively and defenſively, is ſome- 


times abſolutely neceſſary. The inſults, inroads 


and encroachments of their ambitious and perfi- 
dious enemies upon them, the preſervation of 
their religion, rights, and properties, yea, their 
lives, and the lives of theirs, call aloud hereto ; 
and then their ſtate is melancholly. Thus it 
is, when great preparations for war are making 

both by fea and land, fleets man'd and ready for 
action, land- forces alſo rais'd, well-arm'd, well- 
u e N and prepared to march. 


Tuus it is s alſo, when war is e pro- 
claimed, and that cry heard; prepare war, 
wake up the mighty men, let all the men of 


War draw near, let them come up. beat your 


plow-ſhares into ſwords, and your pruning 


hooks into ſpears, let the weak ſay, I am ſtrong; 


order the buckler and ſhield, and draw near to 


battle ; harneſs the horſes, mount. ye horſemen, 
and ſtand forth with your helmets, furniſh the 
ſpears, put on the brigandines.---The ſword ! 


O how much human blood has been ſpilt by it! 
yea, what a field of blood has it often made of 
whole kingdoms and countries! every battle of 
the warriour, being with » confuſed noiſe, and 


* rolFd in „ Re! rere a dark day then 


When 


| 
| 
| 
( 
15 
5 


God ſuffers enemies to diſtreſs them, b making 
inroads upon their expoſed borders, deſtroying 


not only their ſubſtance but the lives of ſome 
and carrying others into a doleful captivity 
when enemies invade and make ſuch bold at- 


tempts againſt them, as oblige them, in their 
own defence, to march forth, and ſpeak with 
them in the gate or when they themſelves are 
forming hazardous enterprizes, and important 
expeditions againſt their, enemies, by which 

means great numbers of their brethren are call d 
to jeopard their lives in the high places of the 
field But, how much darker the day fill ! If 
the Lord of hoſts and God of armies, and whoſe 
is the victory, inſtead of being on their ſide, and 
fighting their battles for them, ſhould fight againſt 
them, making them either to flec before their ene- 


an 1 11 N 1 word, or be led | captive by them. : 


1 SPEAK not ik,” to damp in the leaſt mea- 
ſure, the courage of thoſe braye ſoldiers, who 
are gone or going forth in the ſervice of their 


king and country: No, God forbid, for were ; 


they all here before God this day, I would heat- 
tily encourage them, as Hezekiah did the Peo- 
ple, when invaded by gems fy Be ſtrong ang. 
courageous, be not afraid, nor d fmayed fe or the king 
f, Aria, nor for all the mu Linde Fart is with 
him, for there is more with ut, than with him; 
with him is an arm of fleſh, but with as is the Lora 
C 5 | our 


— Oe © | . 
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when it is drawn !-—Such a day it is, When | 


W 


n — » 
— 4 — . 
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our God, to help us and fight our tattles. * And as- 
that brave general Joab did, his men, both officers: 9 
and ſoldiers, juſt before the battle began: Be of. =, 
good courage, and play the man, be Jeeps . F 
far the cities of your God. | 1 | : 


75 proceed to fay in the next 3 


am. Ir is a day os darkneſs, Sc. when 45 
aly generous publick-ſpirit is much wanting. 
and a narrow, coveteous it ſelfiſh one PIT | 


No man was born for himſelf; nor ſhould | 
one ſeck his own, but every one another's 
wealth. A ublick-ſpirit is a noble and truly 
chriſtian ſpirit, but a narrow and contracted one 
is mean and ſordid; and they who are of ſuch a 
ſpirit, are often very far from being the perſons 
they feign themſelves to be; they may ſpeak 
fair, pretend a generous love to mankind, and 
concern for the common welfare of the places 
where they live; but sELy is at the bottom, 
and they will nat be likely to lay out themſelves. 
to ſerve the publick, unleſs they can ſerve them- 2 
ſelves at the ſame time. This ſpirit, inſtead of 
inclining them to feed the hungry, and cloath 
the naked, will rather diſpoſe them to vex, 
grieve and grind the face of the poor; and do 
ſuch mean, and ungenerous actions, as they 
ought to abhor and be aſhamed oſ; and what 
may 


— 2 Chron, 32127. 2 Cen. 10, 1 


wy not phos <a be often bribed 4 


Bor on 00 other hand, rſons of age 
rous and publick ſpirit, will be uſeful an bh 
viceable both in church and F 4h and bleſſinę 
to the places where they live.--They will deſire, 
and endeavour to do good to all, as they have 
rtunity, and contrive how others may be 


the better 2 them—like the liberal man, they 
will deviſe liberal BW, and 1 W n 


mall mae ftand.--- 


Yo fe T6 08 i 2 1 


2 a 


ARE they | in civil 1 ad will endea- 
vour to be juſt, ruling in the fear of God; and 
buy no means will they be perſwaded to betray 
their truſt. They will ſincerely endeayour to 
know the duty of, the ſtation, they are in, and 
as fi incerely endegvour fel to perfor 


We read of Mordecai, that he was next to the 
king, great amy the Jews, and accepted of the 


multitude of is brethren, 9 the 7 8 


people and 4 cate 10 4 WC os 11 
rent, "and 


Was good (fays one). as Well a 
greatneſs gave him an 0 porrupity' o of doing 1 
more good. He did not {tek his own wealth, 
and how to make an eſtate for him ol 2d. fawi- 
| Ys which is the chief” thing man ts, 

they: ger into) great * at co de 


af Sti ie 
„Filer 10. 3. | 1 5 
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ted the welfare of his people, and made it his 


buſineſs to advance the ſame: He improved 
his power, wealth, and intereſt with the King 


and Queen, for the publick good, did not fide 


with one party againſt another, but endeavour'd 
to be a common father to all; and herefor was 


he univerſally accepted and eſteemed—And 
perſons of a public ſpirit (as Mordecai was) will 
endeavour to do as he did, and, be accepted of 
the multitude of their brethren as he was—But 
when perſons of his character are few. and per- 
ſons 28 a contrary one are numerous, a people 
are in dark and 45 comers Os 


A 


ly. 17 is a dark A ah a 8 when, 


inſtead of peace, loye and harmony, : Thie and 


contention prevail. „„ 8 85 

GOD] is theGod of 3 and Yeace, and. a 
' theſe are, he wilt dwell ; but the want of them 
will provoke: him to depart — — Behold how "good 
and pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together in 


— 4 * How good and pleaſant this, in particu- 


lar families, ſocieties, churches, and in a com- 


mon- wealth! When this is their caſe, things are 
like to go well with them : This will be both for. 


their honour, . and ſtrength. 


Bur on the contrary, ſtrife and contention 


are of pernicious nee beginning 0 5 
5 rife 


P Z 
2 Palm 133. 3: 
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tron 85 1. 3.16. Gal. 5. 15, f Hol. 10. 3. 3 .4- 
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frife (ſays Solomon) is at hen one letteth out 
water, therefore leave off contention before it is meds. 
led with, And the apoſtle ſays, where envying 
and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and every evil work; 
" ye bite and devour one another, take heed that e 
e not conſumed one of another. f 
Ws read of God's people, that Heir iden Was 
divided. I And it was ſpoken of, as matter of 
lamentation, that there' were that raiſed up firife 
and contention ; F and when this is the caſe of a 
people, and there are many that ſow diſcord, 
foment diviſions, and incenſe men one againſt 
another, it is matter of grief, as a houſe, ſo a 
kingdom or province divided againſ# itſelf” cannot 


ſtand—The natural conſequence of contention, 


in all ſocieties, is common ruin: and when a 
people keep claſhing one againſt another, will 


they not be in danger of breaking to pieces, and 


when they are divided one againſt another, will 
they not become an eaſy prey to a common e- 
nemy ? and if they continue to bite and devour 
one another, what can be expected, but that 
they be conſumed one . another N en 5 
guy. Such a day i is it with a people, when 
their public affairs labour under peculiar difficul- 
ties and perplexities, and thoſe 'who have the» . 
conduct of them, notwithſtanding all their wiſ- 
dom, are at a loſs what to do and to find out 
means to extricate and deliver thñaemm. 
As 


© 


22 4.8 fn Elec lion m 


As a fkilful pilot at helm is neceſſary, when. 


a veſſel is in a ſtorm, and ſhe may ſuffer ſhip- 


wreck for want thereof ; ſo it is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary, that men of v iſdom and fagacity, ſhould 


have the conduct of the public affairs MR > a 
ple, when they labour under perplexing difficul- 
ties ; and for want of fuch, a common-wealth 
may be ruined. Now, it may be the caſe of a 
people not to have theſe at the head of affairs, 
at ſuch a time ; or if they have, yet they may 


be greatly in the dark what to do ; and want 


that fpirit of council, and under adio which 


once 8 had. 


'Gop ſaid of his ſinful a people} The oft 7 
their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the underſtanding 


their prudent men ſhall be hid. * And Job, Peaks 


ing of God, ſays, he leadeth the conncellors away 


ſpoiled; and Ob the judges fools. .- When 


-- 


[ Nee caſe of a people it is a dark one indeed. 


2 Ban a day is it with a people, when 
nach and bufinefs, which once flouriſh'd among 
them, and by which they increas'd in wealth at 
home, and in credit wont e abroad, fail 
a 069 - HOne 21 
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ment, it muſt nee 
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Tung huſband an man, the tradeſman, che la- 
bourer, and the public too, may be ſerved here- 
by: Therefore as it is the wiſdom of a 


to encourage atts and induſtry, ſo alſo is it, to | 


promote trade and buſineſs, in ſuch places as are 
moſt commodiouſly ſcituated therefor : And the 


wealth and reputation of - | people have been 


greatly increas d, by the trade they have carried 
We and Correſpondence they have held, with 
ite 


rent and diſtant parts of the world, What, 


bat the merchandize of Tyre, made her fo great, 
ſo much admired, and cry'd up by the many 
nations-ſhe had dealings with When therefore 
trade and buſineſs of almoſt every ſort fail, in- 
ſomuch that many, who once could comfortably 
provide for themſelves and families, and at the 


ſame time, render unto Cz/ar the things that are 
Cefar's, and to God the things that are God's, 


are ſo reduced, that they are hard put to it to 


their daily bread, and unable to pay their dues, 
either to church, or ſtate, notithro' idleneſs, or 
extravagance, but purely for want of employ- 

be a dark day with them. | 


© Bibly, and bftly, Suon 2 day alſo is it with ae 
when they remain unhumbled and incortigible, 
notwithitanding all the TROP PORTO 


ood have been under. 


Tuts Was the cafe of God's ancient a | 


and therefore it was ſaid of them > they are not 
humbled 


\ 
e oe CIIE 224 4 — — — — — 
> SAR — 4 anc ts, —̃—. - 


40 An 2 


humbled to this day-—thou haſt iGriches | them, but 

| they have not grieved, thou haſt. conſumed them, but 

| they have refuſed to receive correction, they have made 
their faces. harder 1988. a das _ ove 00 uſed 

to return. 4 | 


Tuus 1 have endeavoured 1 briefly to ſhow, | 
When it may be ſaid to be a day of darkneſs 
with a people ; and now proceed as I Propey's 


I. To ſhew, what i is their duty, when | it is 
/ | ſuch a day with them. 


And here 1 ſhall only briefly tay 


Fur ſhould he ſuitably affected therewith; 
and lay it to heart. They ſhould not think all 
is well, and cry peace, peace to themſelves, 
which would make their caſe not better, but 
worſe, and give juſt occaſion for that complaint 
to be made of them, they are /ottiſh children, they 
have no underſtanding. Lord, 20900 th ” mw is 


1 Naa up, they will not ſee. ) ; : 


ed ſhould alſo, juſtify: God, and condemn 
themſelves. How melancholly ſoever their caſe 
is, they can lay no blame upon God, who can 
never be charged with any injuſtice; is holy in 
E all his ways, and righteous in all his works; is 
judge of all the carth, and cannot but do * 
| That 


T Jer. 44. 10. Chap. LL 5 Jer. 4+ 22. Hai. 26. 11. 
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That acknowledgment becomes chan : 0 2 
„ hteoufneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto us, NID 
„ for of Tm as at this dm. | 


THEY ſhould alſo ſeriouſly conkider RO! re- 
flect upon their paſt ways Thus ſaith the Lard 
of hoſts (to them at ſuch a bal conſider your 
ways ; and unleſs they do fo, he may complain 
of them and fay ; F hearkened and heard, but they 
pale not aright, no man repented him of his wickeds 
neſs, Jaying, what have I done A, aol 


 THxy ſhould alſo make humble and penitent 
confeſſion to God, and earneſtly implore pardon, 
relief, and help— that language becomes them; 

'- 3 Me have ſinned, and committed iniquity, and have done 
| wickedly, and have rebelled, even by departing from thy 
precepts and thy judgments. I O remember not againſt 
us former iniquities,let thy tender mercies ſpeedily pre- 

vent us, for we are brought very law---help us, O God. 

of our ſalvation, for the glory of thy name: and deli> 

ver us; and purge N r fi mns for thy name Jy 


Fi inally, 


Tazy ſhould 4 ſet about a ſprody and thoro | 
reformation. 


'4 proceed now to the application. And hers; 
it may be ſaid, ; 
D Is 


he Dan. 9.7. 7 fer. 3. G. 2 that's 5. $Plal. 79. 8B. 9. | 5 
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"164 it not obvious from what we have heard, 
that in divers reſj pects i it is a day of darkneſs With, 
this Province at this day It is ſo if we conſider 
the growth of ſin the decay of religion a- 
mongſt us—how we have been brought low, 
by one judgment after another, and that God's 
anger 1s not, to this day, turned away, but his 
hand! 18 ſtretched out ſtill. e e eee 


urtemore, may we not from wliat has 
been faid learn, what is our indiſpenſible 
duty at this day That we ſhould lay ro heart 
our melancholly cafe, be humble under the 
implore. his mercy—and return, 
to "Ui who hath: torn, and who can heal us, 
who hath ſmitten, and who can bind us up. 


May I not add 05 that from what 8 AE 


heard we may learn, the need we have of men- 


of wifdom and knowledge, prudence, integrity, 
&c. to be at the Head, and have the manage-- 
ment of our r publick affairs at this Day. But 


T SHALL cloſe my diſcourſe with a brief ad 
dreſs—to our civil Rulers and to the hole 5 
body of this e. „ re 


11. To our civil Rulers ; who we ho a Will 
act the part of Fathers to us at f a dark. by 


as cm prefent one is. 
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'AnD may I be aldwed id the firſt place to. 
addreſs myſelf to You, Sir, who have tue honor 
to ſit in the firſt chair of * E 


4- CEN 


| 7 
ö 5 * 


2 


| My it ple Jour 'EXCELLE NCY, 8 


Wx can't but eſteem you a Gentleman of ſu⸗ 
perior powers and talents, to be One formed for 
government, and therefore the better qualified 
for the honor which God and the king have put 
upon you, and to fill the chair you are 0 


And, | : „ 
Steg the reins of government are in your 

hands, at ſuch a dark day as the preſent one is, and 
at fo critical a conjuncture - what can you deſire 
better, Sir, for yourſelf, or this people for you, 
than the divine preſence with you, to ſupport, 
and encourage you under the weight of the pub- 
lic cares; and that he who is the father of lights, 
who is wiſdom, and in whom is no darkneſs at 
all, would give unto you that wiſdom, which 
ſhall be profitable-to direct, at ſuch a day as * 
is; and would enable you, , thro' the whol 
your adminiſtration, ſo to conduct your 1 . as. 
to make this people caſy, and happy under it, — 
ſo alſo as to .approve yourſelf to him, who is, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, who ſtandeth. 
in the congregation of the mighty, and M 
judgeth among the gods, to your royal maſter 
ah, x one of the beſt of kings, to your own con- 

| 1) 3: | ſcience, 


. 
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fcience, to the people under your government, 


and to Chriſt the judge of all, to whom you, 
K as well as we, muſt one day give an account. 


YouR Excellency can't but be well acquaint- 
ed with the ſtate, and circumſtances of this pro- 


'vince ; the better able therefore to judge, what 
will ſerve the beſt intereſts of it ; and our earneſt. 


deſire is, that you would exert yourſelf to the 
yttermolt, to promote and. advance the ſame. 


A PROVINCE; that look upon themſelves 


more happy, under the Britiſh conſtitution—a 


province, more loyal to his majeſty KING 
GEORGE, and more firmly attached to the 


illuſtrious houſe of HA NOV ER, I may ven- 


ture to ſay, 1s not in all the KING's dominions: 
we therefore hope, that while on the one hand. 


you maintain his Majeſty's prerogative, you will. 


on the other, be tender of the liberties of this; 


people; and allo uſe your beſt intereſt, in the 


court of Great-Britain, that we may Nill enjoy. 
rhe favor, both of the KINO, and his miniſters. 


One thing which will greatly add to the 
weight of government on you, is, that accord- 
ing to the preſent aſpect of providence, and from 
che great military preparations, that have been 
made, and are ſtill making in Great-Britain, 


France and NokTH-AMERICA, we may expect 


Hon to hear the ſound of the trumpet, and the. 
| alarm. 


alarm to war; War if we ſhould, what part of 
bis majeſty's dominions, more like to be the ſear 
of it, than theſe Northern:Colonies + fri'd, 25 * 195 


15 not ee e Stat En als Na tobe 
envied us, and has been and ſtill is making 

very bold attempts (which, God of his infinite 
mercy prevent) to become maſters of Since 
therefore the conduct of the affairs of a War, 
and particularly, of one important undertaking, 

is deyolved upon you, and you are call d 

(as we hear) to go forth in perſon and head the- 
forces under your. command-—our hearty wilh, 

and ear neſt ꝑrayer for you, is, that the Lord; 
who is a man of war, would teach your hands t 
war, and your fingers to fight, ( and would do 

the ſame to officers and ſoldiers under you, that 
ſo they may play the man for their people, and 

forthe cities of our God) would carry you 
thro! the many fatigues, and difficulties you may 
meet with, and preferye you in every danger, 

ſucceed. you in the hazardous enterprize before 
you, and enable you, ſo to ac the ſame, 
as to come off with honor, and applauſe; and 
approve yourſelf a good ſoldier, as well as a 
wiſe ener — And, | 


SurrE & me, ** to add, We obne 
We hope you will think it worthy your care, 
that our brethren, who ſhall ſo freely venture 
their lives, in the ſervice. of their &; Sat country, 
dave no juſt cauſe to complain 0 of wrong: and 

injury 
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injury done them; but receive a due recompence 
of reward Thus to act your part, will en- 
dear you, Sr, to this people, gain you love and 
honor from them, afford you in ward peace, and 
calmneſs of mind, whenever providence ſhall 
call you to reſign the chair, and quit the preſent 

ſtage of action, and what is greater than all, 
will give you in in The” 1 of the Lord 


1 e BREA 


I SHALL in "hb next t place addreſs myſelf to 
the gentlemen, who are immediately concer n'd 
in the elections of this day: His MaJrsTY's 


HONORABLE COUNCIL, AND HOUSE OF RE- 


eee þ 


1 


"Ceniſemen, 


ns charter privileges Which, under God 
ind the king, we yet enjoy, are great and in- 
valuable ; priviledges, handed down to us from 


our fathers, and which- (pray God) may be 


handed down from .us to our children after us, 
even to: the lateſt ee 8 

TRI E election of perſans, t to ſit at the een 
board, and aſſiſt, and adviſe the king's gover- 
nor, is with you ; and if the moſt ſuitable per- 
ſons, for that end, are not elected, where maſt 
the blame lie Since therefore this is the par- 
{cular buſineſs of this day, 1 would in the firſt 
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x place remind you, that the time is coming; 
when you will be called to an account for the 
* tranſactions of this day; and the views and de- 
ſigns, with which you ſhall act, be enquired 
into And that therefore it highly concerns You, 
ſeriouſly to conſider, whether your proceedings 
are ſuch, as you can anſwer to your own con- 
ſclences, and to this people now, and to Chxiſt 
in the great day. And then ſuffer me, in the 
name and fear of * to befeech you, to huus 
your eyes upon the faithful i in the land; choole men; 
who, you have reaſon to think, fend God, ho- 
nor the king, are true friends to the province, 
and will ſtand up for the privileges of it, religious 
as wel as civil. 


i 4 7 - | 1 A 
2 T let any baue your votes, becauſo they 
are of this or that party, or will be moſt hkely 
to ſerve this or that particular intereſt, - os to cat 
ry on this or that particular hema ſuch as 
you think in conſcience, are beſt qualified for a 
ſeat at that HO NORABLE. BOARD,” and by wn 
abt to lerve the public. . „ 470113 1197, 40 Sou 
(13 JR 291716, 9 07 
WI EN Was there resse need of men of 
ſenſe, and wiſdom, judgment and: prudence; 
— - foreſight and inſight, than at this day!? there- 
fore alect ' /xch-.as are underſtanding©in' the times, 
and are moſt likely to know, what” Auel ought ro d 
Men, of integrity and honeſty,, ſteadineſs and 
EDD: not given to change, and that Will 
) | not. 


"LIT; 
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not ſuffer themſelves to be made Tools; men; not 
of a narrow & ſelfiſh, but public ſpirit, & that will 
be moſt likely to advance, not their own private 
Intereſt, but the welfare of the province: men, 
not only of wiſdom, and ſo moſt capable of ad- 
viſing in every important affair; but of courage 
and boldneſs, and who will not be afraid to ſ peak 
their minds, and give their advice freely, when 
called thereto: men of religion, and promo- 
ters of it, lovers of learning, and friends to the 
College, that ſociety, which our fore-fathers fo. 
early founded, and where many of the ſons of L 
New-England' have been educated, who have 
been eminently uſeful, both in church and ſtate, 


AND when the elections of this day ſhall bs o- 

ver, and ye proceed to public buſineſs, let your 

firſt concern be, faithfully to diſcharge the duty 
of the ſtation ye are in. 


VI will doubtleſs have laid before you, affairs 55 
of great importance, and that will require the f 
whole of your time; avoid therefore running | 
into parties, and entering into ſuch debates, as 
will be likely to iffue, only in a miſpence of 
time, and encreaſe of charge to the province. | 


= ENDEAVOUR after na: and. diſpatch, 
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ru E power put into your adds $a the: 
charter 


— 


TR, 


charter, and laws of the province, is not ſmall 3 


_ uſe it well, and beware of abuſing it and ex- 


5 tho limits of it. In all you do, act up- 


ghrly, conſcientiouſly, impartially; and when 
in difficult and perplexing caſes, you are at a 


loſs what to do, remember thoſe words of the 


apoſtle; if any of you lack wiſdom, let him aſk it 
of God.“ In all your ways acknowledge. him, 
om he «Ah ne 0 e PREP for ee 141 


20 —— FE: ö { y 1 * 
de SHALL now r Briefly addreſs che whole body 
. of Unis Wee and 0 finiſh. WV wt 


n 18 1 as We 1 nary let me + thee! 4 


— name and fear of God, exhort you to a ſpee- 
] dy and general reformation. Reformation 1s 


what has been often preſs d upon you, and, if T 
miſtake not, from this deſk, on this anniverſary 
ſolemnity ; but how little is there to be ſeen of 
it! may not God complain of this people, aſter 


all his dealings with us, as he did of the Jewiſh 


nation, they have made their faces harder than 'a 
nm bw have . yo to return. a Txo 


i TLC. 3 


15 a Wewrration too late Row, and] is. : then no 


N hope Or poſſibility of it? God forbid ; for his 


then, your own fakes,and the ſake of yours 


EL you, let every one {et about it in earneſt. 


May our civil rulers, not only of à higher bac 
lower order, all cloathed | with any authority, 


NY Their harick to it . far this mutter be- 


longeth 


James 1. 5. 
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longeth mito you, be of good courage then, and do its 
This is alſo, what the Lord's miniſters are in- 
diſpenſibly obliged to, let not any of us then be 
wanting in doing our part toward it. But it is 
to be feared, this work will not be effected, um- 
Jeſs heads of families alſo engage in it : A family- 
reformation would. ſoon bring on a general one. 
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TIL I this is the caſe with us, we may Ioal 


for light, but behold darkneſs; for peace, but 


no good will come; and juſtly expect to be pu- 
niſh'd yet ſeven times for our iniquities. But 
ſhould we at length become a penitent and re- 
formed people; we might then hope, that light 
would ariſe to us under all our darkneſs, and 
that we ſhould ſee joy and gladneſs, according 
to the days wherein we have ſeen evil, and the 
years wherein we have been afflicted ; that We 
ſhould have the divine preſence with, and bleſ- 
ſing on us, in all important affairs, both of a civil, 
religious and military nature, that God, even 
our own God, would bleſs us, glory yet dwell in 
our land, and we be that happy people, whoſe 
God 1s the Lord, and it be ſaid of us, as it was 
of 1/rael, There is none like unto the God of Feſhurun, 
who rideth upon the Heaven in thine help, and bis 
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excelleney upon the ſky. The eternal God is thus, 


Fuge, and underneath are tbe everlaſting arms . u... 
be ſhall thruſt out the enemy from before thee,and ſhall 
Say,deſtray them. Happy art thou, O Iſrael : Whos 

like unto thee, O Free ſaved by the lord, the N 
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of thine help, and pho is the ſword of thine excellen- 
cy ! And thine enemies fhall be found liars unto * 
and * ö nt _ their high Places." 


AMEN & AMEN. 


Deut. 33. 26, 27, 29. 
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